Abstrak
VERSION
In the case of the Qur'ān, there are no other versions of it in Arabic
Language which is its Language of revelation. One can only have different versions of the translation of its meaning into another Language for non
Arabic speakers so as to understand it. However, none of these translations would be considered to hold the value and authenticity of the Arabic version. What is meant by a version of the Qur'ān is the content which has been preserved in its original form of Arabic Language. The published Qur'ān from different countries can be compared to know the basis of Uniqueness of the Qur'ān. In Q15: 9, Allah says:
Verily, we, it is we who have sent the (i.e the Qur'ān) and surely, we will guard it (from corruption)16
From the above, it can be deduced that the Qur'ān is being protected from any form of alteration from anybody and even the Jinn. In his commentary on the above quoted verse, Muhammad 'Ali says:
The statement is first made in connection with the powerful position of the disbelievers, and is then made generally, that the Qur'ān will for all time be reservedly saved against all attempts to destroy it all and from every kind of corruption17.
It is the Arabic version that is regarded as the real Qur'ān and that is why the Muslims are learning it from childhood which has made it to maintain its nature, contents and mode of recitation since the era of revelation. In their commentary on the above quoted verse, Taqiud-Din and Muhsin Khan say:
It is a clear fact that more than 1400 years have elapsed and not a single word of this Qur'ān has been changed, although the disbelievers tried their utmost to change it in every way, but they failed miserably in their efforts. As it is mentioned in this holy verse: "We will guard it." By Allah! He has guarded it. On the contrary, all the other holy Books [the Taurah(Law), the Injeel (Gospel)] have been corrupted in the form of additions or subtractions or alterations in the original text18.
The Glorious Qur'ān has passed through different ages, civilizations and cultures without the letters, words, or ideas there in being changed or altered. Thus, it is worthy of honored and respected.
The Bible, on the other hand, has different and several versions, even in the original Hebrew language19. These several versions cut across the English Translations, some of which are20. English version, American King James version and so on 21.
In conclusion, there is only one version of the Qur'ān just because, it is being preserved in its original form and language. While the original form of Bible is no more let alone the preserved one in the Hebrew Language. It should also be noted that the Hebrew Bible is a complication of works of different personalities which were considered by the Jewish community to be closer to the vision of God.
AUTHOR
It is believed by the Christians that Bible has one author.22
However, the books in the Bible clarify it that they were written by men, some of whom were not known. In his own submission, Maurice Bucaile sees the author of the Bible to be many men when he says:
In the Bible, you have many men writing about God and you have in some places the word of God speaking to men and still in other places, you have some men simply writing about history or personal exchange of information to one another23….
In order to buttress the above statement of Maurice Bucaile, an empirical example is hereby taken from the book of Luke which begins by saying:
For as much as many have taken in hand To set forth in order a declaration of these things which are most surely believed among us.
Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus. That thou mightiest know the certainty of those things where in thou last been instructed.… (Luke
It is because of the different authors that make the Bible to have a lot of mistakes and errors as well as contradictions Hence, it can be concluded that the bible does not have a single author because it is a collection of seventy-three books that were written by many men over a period of one thousand years25 or thirteen centuries.26
The Qur'ān, on the contrary, has one author authoritatively. All
Muslims in the world believe that Allah is the one and only Author of the Qur'ān. He, the Most Perfect, cannot make mistake and that is why the Qur'ān is also perfect. The Qur'ān itself claims that it is from God in many verses of the Qur'ān. For example, the Qur'ān says:
Do they not then consider the Qur'ān Carefully? Had it been from other than Allah, They would surely have found there in many a contradiction.
(Q4 : 82)27
It should also be noted that the Qur'ān is a dictation of instruction
and not a collection of writings or the memories of some men like the Bible. By this, the speaker in the Qur'ān is the first person pronoun and that is Allah, the Almighty. It is because of its perfection from the Most Perfect that makes it to challenge anybody at any level of knowledge or research to look for fault in it, if he is able to find any fault. God's reproof of him to the world at large, (that) the Prophet "does not speak out of his own desire" Q 53:3.31
The quotation from Muhammad Asad, is another proof buttressing the impossibility of prophet Muhammad to be the author of the Glorious Qur'ān. Another good example to be cited on this issue is the decision nurtured by the Prophet in his mind to marry Zainab bint Jahsh, the wife of his adopted son when she finished her waiting period as contained in Q33:37-38. It is on this incident that Anas bin Malik said: "if there is anything the messenger of Allah could hide in the Qur'ān, it would have been this verse and then later married her "32
In conclusion, Bible has different authors in which some of them are known like Mathew, Mark, Luke, John and others, but the majority is unknown such as Gospel, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus and others according to Encyclopedia Britannica, while the Qur'ān has just one author, Allah the Almighty. Also, the Qur'ān is not authored by the Prophet Muhammad and to be saying otherwise will be tantamount to forgery against him, since the Qur'ān itself has made it clear that it is a revelation from Allah.
MEMORISATION
Among the miracles of the Qur'ān which proves its uniqueness among other books and scriptures is the ability and ease of memorizing it by the Muslims according to Q 54:17 which say:
And We have indeed made the Qur'ān easy to understand and remember; is their any who will remember (or receive admonition)?. This is due to the nature of its ideas and beauty of its style. The fluency of its language makes it the foremost scripture to be memorized from the beginning to the end. It is the uniqueness of its memorization among other things that influences its preservation since fourteen centuries ago. This memorization has made the transmission of the Qur'ān from one generation to another easy, just as it was revealed to Prophet, who in turn passed it across to their followers and it continued like this till today and so it shall be till the last hour.
More so, it has been committed to memory by millions of Muslim which has saved it from errors or pollutions. Also, the poetic form of the Qur'ān makes it easy to be committed to memory. Hence, the Qur'ān Is only realized in its fullness and Perfection when it is correctly recited.
These two quotations are emphasizing the uniqueness of the Qur'ān among others books of the world which is based on the preservation of the Quranic text due to its easy memorization among the Muslims. This also shows that it is not only the Arabs that affirm the authoritativeness of the Qur'ān as well as praising it but also the western authors.
On the other hand, the Bible has not been mentioned to have been In conclusion, it is Allah, being the Author of the Qur'ān that promises the preservation of the Qur'ān. And one of its preservation is memorization. While the inability of the majority to memorize the Bible which will to its preservation is due to its different authors and versions.
And even those (very minute) that have memorized it cannot boldly present it before others because of the differences in the translations.
ARRANGEMENT
The Bible was arranged in a chorological way, 35 that is, it was arranged according to the occurrences of events or dates. This argument is based on the fact that the Bible begins with the creation of the world as contained in the book of Genesis and ends with the coming to an end of the world in the last book of the Bible, book of Revelation. The attempt to give a chronological order Is an undoubted failure as even the shorter Chapter were not revealed entirely…39
From the above quotation, it is clear that arranging the Qur'ān according to the events or revelation is impossible for the revelation of verses and chapters are interwoven, thus there will be disorderliness in the Book of Allah. For example if the arrangement of the Qur'ān is to follow chronological order, then Suratu'l-'Alaq (Qur'ān Chapter 96)
would have been the first chapter in the Qur'ān, but the whole of this Surah was not revealed at once. So, following the chronological order in the arrangement of the Qur'ān will bring about confusion and chaos. Even it will not show the perfection of Allah, who is devoid of any negative quality. Rather, the arrangement of the Qur'ān followed the wills and wishes of Allah through inspiration to His messenger ‫لى‬ ‫ص‬ ‫هللا‬ ‫يه‬ ‫ل‬ ‫ع‬ ‫لم‬ ‫س‬ ‫و‬ which was seen by his companions in his mode of recitation.
This means that its arrangement is Tawqĩf 40 i.e based on Divine
guidance from Allah to the Noble Prophet. It has been reported that the Prophet recited Suratu'l-Baqarah in his night prayer one day; he then followed it with Suratu'l-Imran and then Suratu-n-Nisai. Hence, the arrangement was inspirational and not chronological.
In conclusion, the arrangement of the Bible is either chronological by historical narration or canonical by type of writing and literature while the Qur'ān was neither arranged chronologically nor canonically but through inspiration under the Divine guidance of the Author, Allah.
CONTRADICTIONS AND CORRUPTION
The Qur'ān is a book that is neat and clear as well as free from any error, mistake or contradiction. This is because it is from an author that is perfect and unique in everything He does, has done and will be doing.
These qualities only belong to the Supreme Being, Allah as nobody is perfect except Him. It is the last book which its authenticity is not doubtful by elites but by ignoramus. It has never been corrupted or adulterated since fourteen centuries back and will never be corrupted or altered. This is because; it is being guarded by Allah through its memorization by the Muslims. The Qur'ān attests to its soundness as well as the absence of contradiction in it as it says: 
D. Similarities Between the Qur'ān and the Bible
Despite the discrepancies between these two religious scriptures, they still share some things in common in their contents. Some of these are as follows:
contains. He is the Creator of man and other creatures. In Q6:1, the Qur'ān says: "Praise be to God, Who created the heaven and the earth and made the darkness and the light". Also, in Genesis 1:1, the Bible says: "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."
More so, on the creation of man from dust, the Bible says in there are noticeable differences. This is why, the Muslims are taught to accept whatever story that is in line with the Qur'ān from the Bible and to reject anyone in contrary. However, in the case of a story not related in the Qur'ān, the Muslims are encouraged to neither accept nor reject but to read and pass over it. For instance, the Creation of Adam and Eve (Hawā') as well as their disobedience to Allah which led them to leave the Paradise for this World are contained in both the Qur'ān and Bible with little differences like the Bible states that it was the Serpent that tempted them (both Adam and Eve) while the Qur'ān states that it was Shait n (i.e the
E. Conclusion
It should be noted that both the Qur'ān and Bible have come to mankind from the same source i.e from God, the Almighty through angel
Jubril. It was later that error of omission and addition entered into the Bible but the Qur'ān was saved from these anomalies. It is the preservation of the Qur'ān by its memorization that makes the Qur'ān to stand out of all the religious books in the world, including the Bible. Thus, the Qur'ān differs from the Bible in many areas among which are:
a) It has only one version in Arabic Language which is the original source.
b) It has only one author, Allah the Almighty.
c) It is easy to memorize; d) Its arrangement is neither chronological nor canonical but inspirational; e) Its information is not contradictory.
However, it has some similarities with the Bible in the area of the Oneness of God, way of worship, Creation of things and so on.
The Muslims are therefore encouraged to respect the Bible because it still contains some facts from God and because Q2:285 enjoin them to do so. However, preference is not to be given to it over the Qur'ān being the last Book of God to mankind and because it is enough as a guide and a way of life for the chosen one.
